
 

Mountsfield Park Improvements 

Minutes: 04.09.12 

1. Present: 

Sue Hodge (SH) FOMP 
Doug Earle (DE) FOMP 
Rory McNally (RM) FOMP, Chair 
Barbara Veale (BV) FOMP  
Cllr. Helen Klier (HK) LB Lewisham 
Gladys Hutcheson (GH) FOMP 
Max Calo (MC) FOMP 
Virginia Nimarkoh (VN) Groundwork London 

2. Landscape design update 

a. VN gave the group an update on landscape design from Groundwork London’s Principal Landscape 

Architect, Jane Everitt. The topographical survey has been done and CCTV inspection of existing drainage 

has been carried out. Jane is due to visit a modular building specialist to get some rough costings of 

potential building structures. Further landscape design work will be done after the public consultation has 

been completed. 

b. VN confirmed that there is an available budget of £10k for community consultation and £410k for physical 

improvements. 

c. BV asked whether the funding for the physical improvements had to be spent during this financial year. VN 

confirmed that the project budget is a Section 106 allocation and therefore secure beyond the current 

financial year. 

3. FOMP capacity building project 

a. Project brief: VN took the group through the project brief and explained the aim of the capacity building 

project was to help raise FOMP’s profile, put them in a better position to raise funds for the park and 

ensure they are one of the main routes for information about the consultation.  

b. There was a general discussion on the proposed programme of work. SH suggested an inspiration site visit 

to Restore in Oxfordshire and RM suggested the possibility of design workshops with local school children. 

Other suggestions included Telegraph Hill Park. VN agreed to look at the budget to see whether either is 

possible. 

c. What support does the group need? VN outlined the support that Groundwork London can offer FOMP 

with their agreement: this includes website production, publicity, etc.  

d. What skills do members have to offer the group/project? There was a discussion over the type of skills 

and level of commitment members had. There was concern that the group did not want to over commit and 

then fail to deliver.  



 

e. Communications: VN agreed to minute project meetings during the consultation. RM will distribute to 

members, partners and upload onto new website. VN has compiled a list of local contacts to which the 

group can add. The group made some additional suggestions. RM will maintain the contacts list, VN will 

forward to him. The group agreed that Lewisham Council, FOMP and Groundwork London will be the main 

sources for information to the community for information. All three websites will carry information about the 

consultation. 

4. Community consultation update 

a. Project extension: VN informed the group that the consultation period has been extended until the 

end of December 2012, due to extenuating circumstances. 

b. Community consultation event: The date of the community consultation is Saturday 13
th

 October 1-

4pm in Mounstfield Park. The group discussed how to engage with local groups including schools and 

a range of possible activities for the day including music, food, cycling, fairground. VN proposed 

birdfeeder making, FOMP stall, Dr Bike, face painter and Dogs Trust as possible activities. 

c. New Website: RH and VN will meet with Lee Newham who set up Home Park blog on 11.09.12 to 

work on creating a FOMP blog in advance of the consultation event.  

The group discussed possible content of the website including future development and information 

about the park. GH is a local resident with a long history of involvement in Mountsfield Park. The group 

felt that her local knowledge should be acknowledge in the project – e.g. via website. 

d. FOMP involvement in the consultation event: The group agreed to have a stall at the event, so that 

they can recruit new members.  The group also agreed to take on the following tasks for the 

consultation event: 

* Publicity distribution: Barbara, Rory, Sue, Helen 

* Website: Rory 

* Consultation Event – FOMP Stall: Barbara, Rory, Sue, Helen 

* Cup cakes: Sue 

e. There was a general discussion about the proposed improvements. SH gave VN some sketch ideas for 

the design to create a therapeutic holistic garden. VN agreed to pass these on to GWL landscape 

architects. The group discussed how the new design might address the issue of safety around the 

park. 

f. VN agreed to organise a meeting to discuss logistics of consultation event. 

5. Date of Next Meeting: To discuss website and marketing 11th September, 7pm. RM and VN to 

attend.  


