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Friends of Mountsfield Park 


Minutes of meeting for 1st June 2009 


Venue: Hither Green Baptist Church 

Next Meeting: Hither Green Baptist Church, 7pm on Mon 9th of November 

Attending: Rory McNally (Chair - RM) 

Richard Huxton (Secretary - RH) 

Jimmy Botton (Stainton Cafe - JB) 

Peter Ranken (Enviroworks PR) 

Helen Klier (Councillor - HK) 

Godfrey Smith (Resident - GS) 

Barbara Veale (Resident - BV) 

June Mendez (Resident - JM) 

Max Calo (Resident - MC) 

Darrell Abercrombie (Glendale DA) 

Apologies: Craig Smith 

Cafe Developments 
Many of you will have seen (and visited) the mobile refreshment unit in Mountsfield Park 
on recent weekends. It's operated by the Botton family who will be running the container
cafe and we were joined by Jimmy Botton. 

Peter Ranken gave a brief summary of the work completed so far and what remains to be 
done: 

Aiming for 20th June opening (before the under-S's day) 

Containers are in, plumbing in place 


Need a trench to run electrical supply from the Bowls club. Old supply not good 

enough. 


Tarmac between containers, sloping up to the toilets f9r chair/pram access. 


Remove 1 tree, trim back the holm oak (lift crown) 


Covers for piping, repairs to the brick wall at the back. 


Long window boxes along top of containers trailing plants. 


JB added a couple of points. The toilets lack an override to locks (in case a kid locks 
themselves in, or someone faints etc). Also - there are no baby-changing facilities at 
present use ranger's office unless we get a park ranger? 
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ill then filled us in on the plans for the cafe itself: 

To be called: "Stainton Tea Rooms" 

Fittings will be from the company that did the mobile unit. 

Two serving areas - one quick one for drinks/ices, one with a small seating area 
inside. 

Main seating area under the Holm Oak and out into the sunshine (hopefully) on the 
grass. 

Repainting in a brighter colour: terracotta? Suggestions? 

Hope to open all year, seven days a week lOam to 6pm. If demand is high enough, 
there is an enclosed, heated stage that could be brought up for Winter weekends. 

ill issued a request for events ideas - stage, Portaloos etc. are available. Some of you may 
have seen the bouncy castle in the park on recent weekends. Some of you may have even 

been bouncing :-) 


RM - crazy golf / bike hire 


HK - contact irish ctr lots of groups operating out of there 


ill said he's planning to take flyers to local schools I play-groups etc. Banners for the park 

too. 


The containers suffered during a recent spate of graffiti (they'd been in a whole two days 
see below for more on this). This led to discussion of various vandalism / graffiti / policing 

issues. 


RM + HK: phone the Safer Neighbourhood Team can help them to set priorities. 


DA - also phone Glendale's office - keep them informed and they can help liaise with the 

police. 


Memorial Tree 
Barbara Veale reported that the tree is planted in the wildlife area of the park, in the South
West corner. It's a Hawthorn and doing well. The plaque is being arranged as I write. 

Tree Survey 
Darrell Abercrombie brought along a sample of the Mountsfield Park Tree Trail brochure, 
and then Godfrey Smith came along with enough for me to bring one back with me. It's 
sixteen pages, in colour with a short intro to the park and details of 24 of the park's more 
interesting trees. Of course there's a map to show you around and a couple of quiz 
questions too. 

Apparently it's Lara at Glendale who has put the hard work in producing this brochure, and 
it looks very good. 

Numbering the trees themselves is still to be done - there might be a temporary solution of 
deploying a chap with a paintbrush and a steady hand. 
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Lawn Bowls 
Many of you will have seen the vandalism of the lawn bowls buildings. There was a spate 
of graffiti spraying and vandalism ofproperty/vehicles in the park. This included setting 
fire to the changing and store rooms which I'm afraid are beyond repair. The police have of 
course been informed by Glendale and investigations are ongoing. 

Unfortunately, this has hugely complicated the task of restarting the bowls club. We had 
recently taken stock of the facilities and were encouraged that with a little attention they 
could be used. Not to be. The prospect of any club forming this year is zero I'm afraid. 

However, there's nothing to be gained by giving up. Grants from various bodies might be 
obtained, but first we need to generate interest. It was suggested that perhaps a 
demonstration on Peoples Day would be useful. Craig Smith (who couldn't attend the 
meeting) has been informed and is seeing if something can be arranged with one of the 
local teams. 

RH asked if there was the possibility of some funding from the council - on the order of a 
few hundred pounds to buy some second-hand sets of bowls. HK said that the localities 
funding round had just finished, but that local community exercise such as lawn bowls was 
something the council encouraged and that she would enquire as to whether any funds 
could be obtained. 

Tennis 
The group haven't heard any more from the gentleman suggesting a tennis club at the last 
meeting. 

Playground 
The kid's playground is in need of some attention. The rubberised surface is potholed, two 
of the toddler swings are out of commission, and the roundabout might need some 
attention. Also, one of the gates on the wooden play area needs a new spring. 

DA made a note of the items mentioned and said he'd have one of their staff look at it. 

[Update: the rubberised surface has been repaired and the toddler swings put back in place. 
Also, the zip-slide has a new handle/seat. Prompt work by Glendale]. 

Other Items 
The issue of litter last weekend (end of May) was raised by BV although everybody in the 
park on Sunday/Monday had noticed it. DA said that it was a problem all over Lewisham 
due to the sudden fine weather and large number of people out and about. There was a 
weekend litter collection but they were just swamped by the sheer quantity. Blackheath had 
some 20 people clearing it up. 
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Actions 


020 8318 3986 


02083147171 

020 83142098 


1# 
I 

IAction IWho By 

i I Arrange an irregular meeting before People's Day !RH+RM End ofJune I 

i2 Arrange stall details (sharing with Hither Green IRH+RM End ofJune 

ICommunity Association) 

3 ISee if a demonstration event can be arranged with ICraig Smith ISoon as poss. 
. one of the local bowls teams 

4 Get in touch with Lara at Glendale and see if an 
iIRH 

electronic copy of the tree trail can be uploaded to 
the website. 

i 

Contact Details 

Glendale 

Envirocall 

Animal Welfare 

i , 

I 
I 

INext meeting 

Safer Neighbourhoods 0208721 2479 


Rory McNally (chair) rory@mountsfieldpark.org.uk 

Richard Huxton (secretary) richard.huxton@gmai1.com 
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