
Friends of Mountsfield Park

Minutes of meeting for 2nd March 2009

Venue: Hither Green Baptist Church

Glendale rep: Darrel Abercrombie

LB  Lewisham rep: n/a

Next Meeting: Hither Green Baptist Church, 7pm on Mon 1st June

Attending: Richard Huxton (secretary – RH)

Peter Ranken (Enviroworks – PR)

Arlette Dunn (AD)

Godfrey Smith (GS)

Jim Turnbull (JT)

Darrel Abercrombie (Glendale – DA)

Aneel Pattni (AP)

Barbara Veale (BV)

Doug Earle (DE)

Craig Smith (CS)

Max Calo (MC)

Apologies: Rory McNally (chair – family commitments)

Andrew Milton, John Muldoon (councillors – budget meeting)

Overview

Despite the delay arranging the meeting and various timetable clashes there was a good 
turnout, including a few most welcome new faces. In keeping with the season, there were 
green shoots of activity throughout the meeting.

Apologies and Corrections
The extremely late production of the minutes from the last meeting and scheduling of the 
next are entirely the fault of the secretary. In addition, I managed to arrange a date that not 
only coincided with a council budget meeting, but also a McNally family birthday party. 
Given the delay in organising the meeting, Rory and I felt we'd best stick with our publicly 
announced date regardless, and the meeting seemed to go well enough (although I forgot to 
arrange a date for the next).

As if that were not enough, I managed to wrongly attribute a comment in the last minutes 
to Mr Godfrey Smith and failed to on a comment he did make. Apologies, and all the more 
reason to make sure I do the minutes while my memories are fresh.
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Café Developments
The containers have been ready to be deployed for a while, but we were waiting on the 
results of a survey of the electrical and drainage facilties. It seems this is almost complete 
now (DA,PR) and all is looking promising. Hopefully the final report will be provided in 
the next week or so. Glendale have been speaking to potential licencees and once we have 
the containers in place they'll be able to  declare their interest. The hope at present is for an 
April launch date. This possibly to tie in with a food/craft fair (RH to check with Chris 
Freed to see how this is going).

Memorial Tree
Barbara Veale said that she would like to have a tree planted as a memorial to her husband, 
with a small plaque. She asked if there were any objections to the idea. Nobody present 
could see any problems with this touching gesture and DA said he was consulting on a 
suitable position.  There are some constraints because the stalls on People's Day occupy 
certain areas and no-one would want the tree to be damaged due to a lorry slipping in the 
mud or similar.

Apparently there have been some problems with siting memorial benches in other locations 
due to a surfeit of benches already present. It's not a problem we have at Mountsfield park 
yet.

Tree Survey
DA passed around details of the council's tree survey in the park and a proposed tree walk 
around it. GS said he hoped the walk wasn't going to be too long, and had a quick look at 
the proposed route. Yours truly didn't get a chance , but we  hope to be able to post a copy 
on the  FoMP website shortly (DA,RH to liaise).

Regular park visitors will have noticed the new tree planting (birch and cherry I believe). 
DA said one was lost so far (snapped) but the rest seemed to be doing well. More are to 
come!
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The Bowls Club
Craig Smith (CS), one of our new attendees, expressed an interest in getting the bowls club 
up and running again. He said the council website still had the old contact details up, and 
gave a brief outline of his understanding of the situation.

Darrel said they could arrange an inspection of the facilities – Glendale have keys to most 
of the buildings. CS said he would see what facilities were already there, contact the 
council about funding and get back to the group for the next meeting.

So – the tradition of lawn bowls at Mountsfield Park might make another century yet. 
Further details in the Summer, and if you might be interested in a game contact me (details 
at the end of this document) and I'll pass your details on to Mr Smith.

Tennis
Another new attendee, Mr Aneel Pattni introduced himself and asked if there was a tennis 
club, or some way of booking the courts. There isn't, although some of the other parks in 
the borough do. We have two courts, so reserving the one for certain periods will still leave 
facilities for people to just drop by and use. Again – if you are a keen tennis player and 
would be interested in forming a club, just get in touch with me and we can see if there is 
enough interest for this to be practical. Alternatively, feel free to contact Gemma at 
Glendale directly – this is her department.

Other Items
Finally, a quick rattle through the other items raised at the meeting. Apologies if I don't 
have names next to these - I was scribbling notes as fast as I could.

Path quality at the George Lane / Stainton Rd end was raised as an issue – craters with rain 
pooling in them. I've noticed it myself around by the tennis/basketball courts.

It's also very muddy around by the tables outside the play areas. The path itself is OK, but 
we do get a small pond there when the Autumn rains arrive.

The closing spring on the gate to the seating area is broken. This means the dog-free area 
there tends not to be – particularly with the tendency for children to drop crisps etc.

Also the handle on the “zip slide” is missing (and has been for some time). It was asked 
whether there might be some other usage the area could be put to since there are a number 
of other such slides in the area and none seem to have their handles.

Have you noticed the bright yellow spray-painted “clean up after your dog” icons that have 
appeared everywhere recently? Apparently they aren't the work of Banksy but council 
approved messages to encourage recalcitrant dog-owners to clean up behind their animals. 
If nothing else it means people can't claim ignorance, although your secretary doubts 
whether this will make a huge difference.
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Actions

# Action Who By

1 Follow up on what's happening with the food / craft 
fair

RH Soon

2 Details of Lewisham Council's tree survey for the 
group.

DA Soon

3 Report on the state of the bowls facilities CS Next meeting

Contact Details

Glendale 020 8318 3986

Envirocall 020 8314 7171
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Animal Welfare 020 8314 2098

Safer Neighbourhoods 020 8721 2479

Rory McNally (chair) rory@mountsfieldpark.org.uk

Richard Huxton (secretary) richard.huxton@gmail.com

Lawn Bowls at Mountsfield 
Park

Richard Huxton (see above)
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