
Friends of Mountsfield Pa.rk 


Minutes of meeting for 28/01/2008 


Venue: Hither Green Baptist Church 

Glendale rep: not present 

LB Lewisham rep: not present 

Next Meeting: Hither Green Baptist Church, 7pm on Monday 28th April 2008 

Attending: Rory McNally (chair - RM), 

Richard Huxton (secretary - RH), 

Peter Ranken (Enviroworks - PR), 

Angele Lautier (local resident - AL), 

Gladys Hutcheson (local resident), 

Helen Klier (councillor, Rushey Green ward) 

June Mendez 

Apologies: Darren Budden couldn't attend due to injury; 

Joanna Huxton had work commitments; 

WulfForrester-Barker too had other commitments. 

Martin Hodge from LB Lewisham had other commitments 

Overview 

Various people unable to attend, but a busy meeting nevertheless, with a definite sense of 
things starting to move for Mountsfield Park. 

Previous Business 

#01 Publicise the request for a "bird champion" 
Glendale had posters up around the park. 

#02 Ask Lara to attend next meeting 
Couldn't attend 

#03 Make new website live 
Done! Site is up and running at http://www.mountsfieldpark.org.uk - you might even have 
downloaded this from there. 
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Lottery Bid 
The bid for Heritage Lottery Fund monies is proceeding. The lottery representatives visited 
the park just before Christmas and had a series ofquestions to ask. 

One thing that wasn't known beforehand was that the Horniman Gardens also have a bid in! 
The Horniman is an independent body and so Lewisham Council just didn't know. 

Following some questions, it was found that the council doesn't need to supply "matched 
funding" of a set amount to gain HLF funding. It has money proposed though, with the 
Football Foundation. 

Messages from Darren Budden 
Darren sent his apologies - a neck injury meant he couldn't attend. He did relay some details 
to Richard Huxton though. 

Glendale have been exploring whether the local Farmers' Market would be interested in 
having a regular date at Mountsfield. Discussions are at an early stage, but Gemma is 
seeking to arrange a date for them to visit the park. 

There is a proposed car-boot sale on Saturdays at the Stainton Road side of the park. This 
should be happening in the next two or three months. Obviously it will need to work around 
the football. 

There is to be an under-5's playground next to the existing playground. There is £30,000 of 
funding for it and they have three designs to decide between. Money will be spent before 
April, so we should see this in-place sometime over the Summer. 

Finally, the cafe (see below for more details) has a candidate to operate it. He's proposing to 
open Mon-Sun all year round which is smashing. Oh, he's the chap who runs the cafes in 
Chinbrook and Ladywell Park. 

The Container Cafe 
Peter Ranken filled us in on some details, and promised to get some plans to FoMP. 

The cafe facilities will consist of two containers, arranged in an L-shape. One will provide 
kitchen facilities and seating, the other will provide toilets (with disabled access) and a park
keeper's office. 

Again, money has been allocated, plans drawn up and the money is to be spent before the 
end of the financial year. Start saving your pennies to buy a cuppa in April or May. 

Landscaping at two other locations 
Around the Carswell Rd entrance, (some on) the existing trees (sycamores) will be removed 
and the slope replanted with native trees and wildflowers I grasses. 

Meanwhile, near the Farley Road corner (that's the North-West side, where it gets very 
swampy) there will be some more landscaping. On the inside of the path, some ofthe ground 
will be "scraped" and a deck added. The excavated soil will be deposited a little further 
down the path, where the park boundary moves further from the park. Both areas will be re
seeded with native grasses and wildflowers. 

Part of the impetus for this second bit of landscaping is that the swampiness extends into the 
gardens of Farley Road and it is hoped this will help. 
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Proposal for a Sculpture 
Angele Lautier came to the meeting not just as a local resident, but also as a sculptor with a 
proposal and request for feedback. The work she outlined would be a bronze bicycle, 
somewhere on the higher points of the park and a good two metres (six feet) high! 

Angele wanted to know fIrstly whether we felt the sculpture would be welcome and secondly 
to seek advice on funding sources for park-art. The general opinion of those at the meeting 
was positive, and options for funding were discussed with suggestions of sustrans and 
perhaps the London Mayor's offIce. Helen Klier wondered whether there might have to be an 
open competition or tendering, but Rory (who has some experience in this fIeld) said that 
this wasn't always necessary. 

It was decided to post a news item on the website to help get feedback from the wider public. 

Cafe launch 
With the cafe defmitely arriving in the next few months it was felt that a grand opening 
would be a good idea. Ideas included: 

• A football festival and bowls tournament on the day 

• Co-inciding with a farmers market and other stalls 

It was decided to start seeking more input via the website and minutes. 

Other business 
None this session 
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Actions 

1# 	 I Action 

101 	 I Publicise the new website IEnd February 
r 

102 	 iAdd contact details for various associated parties on ! RM+RH iEndMarch 
iwebsite and around park (e.g. football) I 

I 

: 03 	 i Post an item on the website about AL's proposed 'RM+RH lEnd March 
r sculpture 

I 
·04 I Questions for Glendale: 	 RM+RH End February 

I 
o 	 Clarification on the car-boot location and To ask 

possible impact on the park surfaces Glendale 

o 	 Waste bin at George Lane is missing? 

o 	 Dog bin is missing at the top of the hill 

: 05 : Consult LB Lewisham and start planning / organising End March 
! publicity for the cafe opening. 

Contact Details 

Glendale 02083183986 

Envirocall 02083147171 

Animal Welfare 020 8314 2098 

Safer Neighbourhoods 02087212479 

Rory McNally (chair) rory@mountsfieldpark.org.uk 

Richard Huxton (secretary) richard.huxton@gmail.com 

Lawn Bowls at Mountsfield William Sharp: 16 Boones Almshouses, Belmont Park, 
Park Lewisham SEl3 5BL 
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