
Friends of Mountsfield Park 


Minutes of meeting for 29/10/2007 


Venue: Hither Green Baptist Church 

Chair: Rory McNally 

Glendale rep: 

Next Meeting: Hither Green Baptist Church, 7pm on 28th January 2008 

Attending: Rory McNally (chair - RM), 

Richard Huxton (secretary - RH), 

Martin Hodge (Lewisham Regeneration dept), 

Peter Ranken 

Joanna Huxton 

Geoff Smith 

Darren Budden 

Next Meeting: Hither Green Baptist Church, Monday 28th Jan 2008 at 7pm 

Overview 

A short (and re-scheduled) meeting, but one with some good news. 

Previous Business 

#01 [PDFs] 

#02 [Upload Images] 

RH: not done, apologies. See "new website" though. 

#03 Irresponsible dog owners 

Glendale are working with Animal welfare to act on this. Education days are planned along 
with recording any reports of problems. 

#04 Possibility of a permanent park-keeper 

Funding needs to be identified, but facilities will be available in the new year (see below). 

#05 Bat!bird boxes 

Catford High School have been building bird-feeders as part of a recent project. 

Also, Lara AI-Jabi is looking for a "bird champion". This needs to be someone who has a 
good knowledge of birds, and is willing to spend time in the park on a regular basis 
monitoring what birds we have in the park and helping to educate others. 
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It was decided that we need to find out more from Lara herself and see if we can't help 
publicise her requirements (action #01). 

#06 Lewisham People's Day 

Richard Huxton didn't manage to organise a FoMP presence on Glendale's stand, but did 
get around and talk to as many stallholders as possible. 

Park Facilities 

Excellent news! Funding has been sorted out and orders are in for two adapted shipping 
containers. These will hold toilets (incl. disabled access), an office and cafe. 

These will replace the existing containers in the park which will be cleaned up and re-used 
elsewhere. The area around will be opened up, as it is somewhat enclosed at present. For 
those that don't know, the containers are at the top end of the park North of the 
tennislbasket-ball courts. 

In addition, there is to be some landscaping performed at the Carswell Road entrance to the 
park. 

The timetable for all this is still to be arranged, but it is hoped the cafe can open in the 
Spring. Funds for a permanent park-keeper still need to be identified, but it was felt by all 
that the toilets and cafe are an important step forward. Well done to all involved. 

Operation of the cafe will be arranged through Glendale's. 

Rory McNally hoped that the cafe would be a year-round operation rather than Summer 
only and providing healthy affordable food and drinks. 

New Website 

Richard Huxton has set up some content-management software to allow easy changes to 
the website. The existing pages are copied over, and it's now a matter of making the final 
tweaks and linking it to the domain-name. 

The plan is to keep the website up-to-date with news and copies of meeting minutes etc. 

The target date for the website to go live is the end ofNovember (action #03). 

Bid Update 

Bid was updated to meet the latest HLF (Heritage Lottery Fund) specifications and 
submitted. 

Some very helpful (although late) letters of support were received from Charlton Athletic 
FC and The Ray Society (a naturalist group based out of the Natural History Museum). 

Just have to wait and see now - if the answer is negative, we should know by the end of 
the year. If the answer is positive, then the HLF will fund 12 months of development work 
~t the end of which a full proposal (with operating budgets etc) will be submitted. 

Events 

Gemma Marston has pointed out that other park user groups have held events in their 
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parks. Several of these have been used to raise funds for the user-groups. 


RM wondered if we needed to be constituted to do this? (We aren't at present). 


There was discussion as to what event could be organised to co-incide with the opening of 

the cafe. Options mentioned included a 


• farmers-market 

• "'girls into football" event 

• Art on the railings (E.g. http://\\-'vvw.urbanart.co.uk/index.asp) 

• Music at the bandstand 

Further input (and volunteers) will be required. 

Other business 
Not covered elsewhere: 

The large space cleared behind the vehicle park near the George Lane entrance was due to 
a willow being felled out of fears it could damage neighbours' properties. 

An action-point was raised: to ask Lara if she would like to attend the next meeting (action 
#02). 

Actions 

.# Action 

01 Find out more about "bird champions" and publicise . RM+RH 

the need 


---------.. -.--_. 

02 'Ask Lara if she would like to attend the next 

meeting 


-~----~......--------.

03 Make new website live 

RM+RH 

RM+RH 

Contact Details 

Glendale 02083183986 

Envirocall 02083147171 

Animal Welfare 020 8314 2098 

Safer Neighbourhoods 020 8721 2479 

Rory McNally (chair) roryl'@,mountsfieldpark.org.uk 
Richard Hp' t} (secretary) richard.huxton@gmail.com 
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