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FRIENDS OF MOUNTSFIELD PARK ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
18 OCTOBER 2014 – St Swithun’s Church Hall 

 
MINUTES 
 
1. 14 Friends were present, including Rory McNally (Chair), Max Calo (Treasurer), Carrie 

Blackman (Secretary), and Cllr James Walsh (to oversee the election of executive roles). 
 
2. Carrie Blackman opened the meeting and set out the agenda.  She also noted that the 

Vicar of St Swithun’s had kindly let FOMP use the hall for free and encouraged members 
to make a donation to St Swithun’s Church.  And she thanked Nicole Newton-Williams 
for offering free entertainment for children at the meeting. 

 
3. Rory McNally gave a presentation that included information on the history of 

Mountsfield Park and previous efforts to raise funds for improvements (such as the 
failed 2005 Heritage Lottery Fund bid).  He also talked about the current improvements 
underway and some options for future FOMP activity. 

 
4. Max Calo gave a report on the current FOMP financial situation. 
 
5. Gareth Conyard put forward the motion to amend the FOMP constitution to increase 

the number of members of the FOMP Executive to 7 people.  The meeting agreed the 
proposal and associated changes to the FOMP constitution unanimously. 

 
6. Cllr James Walsh oversaw the election to FOMP Executive Roles.  The following were 

elected, all unanimously: 
 

 Chair – Rory McNally 

 Treasurer – Max Calo 

 Secretary – Gareth Conyard 

 Campaign Lead – Carrie Blackman 

 Communications Lead – Maria Conyard 

 Community Garden Lead – Rivke John 

 Events and Social Lead – Rosalind Phelp 
 
7. During open discussion the following points and suggestions were made: 
 
Funding  
 

 FOMP should explore ways to tap into forthcoming work to regenerate Catford, and 
should ensure that it remains at the top of the list for key Council members, 
including Cllr Onikosi (Lead Member for the Public Realm) and John Miller (Head of 
Planning) 

 FOMP should explore local funding pots, specifically: 
o Rushey Green Assembly Fund – which closes on 6 November 
o Rushey Green Community Fund – which runs until the end of the financial 

year 
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Café and other development plans 
 

 It was confirmed that the current café arrangements would be in place until early 
2016, as the Mizens have signed an extension to the current lease with the Council. 

 The existing toilets continue to be a concern in terms of hygiene and opening times.  
The Council has confirmed that it is not prepared to fund any toilet facilities over 
which they have a maintenance role. 

 The Council is focusing heavily on using modular buildings, and is developing 
expertise in this area as well as a strong relationship with providers. 

 The Council will have to agree to whatever plans we put forward for the café and will 
have to be a key partner in order to allow the £50k they currently hold to be used, 
and to encourage external funding bids. 

 FOMP should consider other uses for any building to maximize the opportunities of 
getting funding.  Options suggested included:  

o Exhibition and art space 
o Community space (for use by toddler groups amongst others) 
o Linking to the history of the Park, including the natural history angle offered 

by Henry Tibbets Stainton (as an eminent Victorian entomologist) 
o Adding a bakery or brewery 
o Linking with Apprenticeship programmes (perhaps with local further 

education providers) 

 It was suggested that FOMP could push for more and better outdoor exercise 
equipment to be made available in the park.  The recent visit of a health and safety 
inspector to look at the existing equipment was noted. 

 
Community Garden 
 

 The opening of the Community Garden on 15/16 November will be critical, and it is 
important that FOMP ensures sufficient interest and volunteers. 

 It was suggested that FOMP contact local CCF and Scouting Groups to see if they 
could help that weekend. 

 It was suggested that FOMP encourage local school children to become involved in 
the Community Garden in the future.  Options for this include: 

o Identifying the Outdoor Lead in the local schools and building a relationship 
o Creating model lesson plans for school children to make bringing school 

children to the Community Garden as attractive and straightforward as 
possible 

o Linking with local Forest School Providers 
 
Events and Communications 
 

 It was suggested that a calendar of events should be developed and published to 
help people plan. 

 It was also suggested that the FOMP website should be improved, including to hold 
forthcoming event information.  An improved website could also hold resources and 
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information to download (for example, information on local wildlife, activity sheets 
for children). 

 It was proposed that an event be held to mark the opening if the new playground 
area, possible using a local person of note to increase the publicity. 

 Other events to consider include a Christmas event (which might link with the 
opening of the playground), and regular events linked to key moments in the cycle of 
the Community Garden (sowing, harvesting, etc). 

 
8. Actions from the meeting are as follows: 

 

 Action Person taking forward Completion date 

1 Revise FOMP constitution to reflect 
new roles and place on website 

Gareth Conyard 24 October 2014 

2 Bid to Rushey Green Assembly Fund for 
Mountsfield Park signs/community 
boards 

Rosalind Phelp 6 November 2014 

3 Develop bid to Rushey Green 
Community Fund to generate income 
to cover volunteer time 

Maria Conyard 30 November 2014 

4 Develop options for new café building, 
including review of possible funding 
routes and complementary uses 
(community building, local wildlife, 
etc.) 

Carrie Blackman 17 January 2015 

5 Develop calendar of events Rosalind Philp 30 November 2014 

6 Develop plans to improve FOMP 
website 

Maria Conyard 17 January 2015 

7  Ensure that sufficient volunteers are 
available for the Community Garden 
Opening, speaking to local groups (CCF, 
Scouts, etc.) as appropriate 

Rivke John 15 November 2014 

8 Look into development of lesson plans 
for use in Community Gardens and 
make links with local schools and other 
community gardening groups (including 
Forest Schools) 

Rivke John 17 January 2014 

9  Plan event to mark the opening of the 
new playground, including exploring 
the idea of a person of note to open, 
and getting local press coverage 

Rosalind Phelp 30 November 2014 

10 Send formal thanks from FOMP to the 
Vicar of St Swithun’s and to Nicole 
Newton-Williams for their help at the 
AGM 

Gareth Conyard 24 October 2014 

 
 


