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1. Introduction 

Lewisham Council commissioned Groundwork London to support the 

Friends of Mountsfield Park (FOMP) in consulting with local people on 

proposed improvements to Mountsfield Park in Lewisham, South London. 

The community consultation took place between July and December 2012. 

Lewisham Council has successfully secured £401,000 for a scheme to 

make physical improvements to the old bowls green and surrounding area. 

Marks & Spencer Greener Living Legacy scheme has funded the 

community consultation. 

The aim of the consultation has been to gauge local support for the project 

and get community feedback on the draft sketch design. The responses will 

enable Lewisham Council to determine the priorities for the site and gauge 

community need. The responses from this consultation will feed into the 

development of the design by the Groundwork London landscape 

architecture team.  

2. Methodology  

Our consultation process has involved working in partnership with FOMP 

and Lewisham Council. We have had ongoing meetings with these key 
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stakeholders where we have discussed various options for the proposed physical improvements and 

new building. We held a Family Fun Day and public consultation event in the park where local people 

completed questionnaires, viewed visual material and spoke to Groundwork London’s Principal 

Landscape Architect, Jane Everitt.  

    

FOMP Chair Rory McNally recruiting new members and local people viewing designs 

We produced a multiple choice type questionnaire that was available online and in paper format. The 

survey focused on key issues including how local people currently use the park, and what areas they 

felt were most in need of improvement. We also provided space for general comments, which allowed 

for a degree of flexibility and has proven useful in the overall process. 

The Family Fun Day and community consultation event on 13th October in Mountsfield Park targeted 

families and young people. Activities included a free Dr Bike, face-painter and birdfeeder making. 

FOMP also ran stalls from which they recruited new members and sold refreshments.  

Our consultation materials consisted of a concept design of the proposed improvement area, 

photographs of the site as it is now, plus image boards showing different design elements and 

materials. Our questionnaire allowed respondents to give their preference on issues like types of public 

garden they would like to see; potential for community involvement; and future use of existing 

structures.  

 …  

Young people enjoying bird-feeder making and Dr Bike activities 
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The Mountsfield Park Improvements Consultation has attracted a lot of community support. Partnership 

working with FOMP, Lewisham Council and other stakeholders meant the event was well publicised in 

the local community. FOMP provided excellent support to the consultation project. Their volunteers 

delivered 3000 leaflets and posters locally and advertised the event on their new blog. We had an 

extremely good response to the survey, receiving 140 completed questionnaires. We estimate that at 

least 250 adults and children attended the Family Fun Day event. 

Alongside the public consultation event, Groundwork London’s Principal Landscape Architect, Jane 

Everitt, has worked directly with Lewisham Council officers and Rory McNally, Chair of FOMP, to agree 

the design principles of the scheme. We also spoke with representatives from Rushey Green Safer 

Neighbourhood Team, Mountsfield Park Café and Hilly Fields Café. Their comments will be recorded in 

the final report. 

3. Survey Responses 

Below is a breakdown of the questionnaire responses. Here we have listed the top three responses and 

a full breakdown of the full figures is available: 

Question 1: Reasons for using Mountsfield Park? 

We asked people their main reason for using the park to determine the nature current use.  

56% said they use the park for play and relaxation. 

15% said they use the park to dog walk.  

10% said they use the park for sport and exercise.  

Question 2: What do people most like about Mountsfield Park? 

We asked people what they currently like most about the park. 

41% said they most like the open space in Mountsfield Park.  

25% said they most like the children’s play area.  

20% said they most like the wildlife and nature.  

Question 3: Which areas do people want to see improved? 

We asked people which areas of the park they would most like to see improved. 

83% strongly agreed that the café building should be improved. 

46% strongly agreed that planting and shrubbery should be improved.  

44% strongly agreed that facilities for young people should be improved.  

Question 4: Involvement in running a community garden?  

We asked people whether they would be interested in being involved in running part of the proposed 

new facilities. 
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80% answered ‘Yes’  

7.3% answered ‘No’  

12.5% answered ‘Don’t know’ 

Question 5: Ideas for the type of new gardens in Mountsfield Park? 

We asked people what type of new gardens they would like to see in the park. 

78% strongly agreed with the sensory garden idea.  

58% strongly agreed with the kitchen garden idea.  

54% strongly agreed with both the community orchard and the flower garden ideas.  

Question 6: Ideas for improving Mountsfield Park 

We gave people various different options for improving Mountsfield Park.  

63% strongly agreed with improving play provision for children under 15s. 

59% strongly agreed with providing new seating and an area to relax. 

56% strongly agreed with increasing biodiversity.  

Question 7: What type of building? 

We asked people what type of building they would like to see in Mountsfield Park, if the funds were 

available. 

89% gave their first choice as café with indoor seating and toilets.  

62% gave their second choice as café kiosk with toilet and no indoor seating.  

34.8% gave their third choice as sports changing room.  

Question 8: How to re-use the shipping containers? 

We asked what they thought should happen to the shipping containers on site if there were money for a 

new building.  

43% strongly agree with using them as a park keeper’s office.  

40% strongly agreed with using them as pubic toilets.  

39% strongly agreed with removing them.  

Question 9: Do you support the project to improve the park? 

We asked whether people supported the project to improve Mountsfield Park. 

96.8% answered ‘Yes’  

1.1% answered ‘No’ 

2.2% answered ‘Don’t’ know’  

Question 10: Any other comments 
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We allowed a section in the questionnaire for respondents to give their views on the park. Some of the 

issues raised go beyond the remit of the current project, but are noteworthy. Several themes emerged: 

* Safety: The CarswellRoad/Laleham Road entrance was mentioned frequently as part of the park 

where people feel unsafe. There were mentions of drug dealing and feeling intimidated by youths 

gathering in this area. Several people mentioned the possibility of designing out anti-social 

behaviour associated with this part of the park.  

* Dog Control: There were comments concerning poor dog control in the park. Suggestions to 

remedy this include owner/dog training sessions, dog exercise areas, dog free areas and posting up 

rules about good dog handling in the park. 

* Young People: There were comments on how to engage young people in the park. Respondents 

felt that the new scheme should include provision for them.  

* Park-keeper: The importance of a park keeper on site was mentioned frequently. People felt that 

the park-keeper is an important presence and a deterrent for anti-social behaviour.  

* Outdoor gym/exercise equipment: There were comments on the poor condition of the current 

exercise equipment in the park. Suggestions included adding more wooden trim-trail equipment or 

out gym equipment. 

* Community Activities: Respondents made various suggestions for community activities including 

outdoor cinema events; creating a stage area for small events; regular concerts in the bandstand 

and joining the ‘Park Run’ network, which holds weekly races in parks around London. Some of 

these suggestions do not necessarily involve physical changes to the park, but FOMP may want to 

take some of these ideas forward. 

4. November Meeting 

At a community meeting on 21st November 2012, Groundwork London’s Principal Landscape Architect, 

Jane Everitt presented the concept sketch design, and Virginia Nimarkoh, Community Project Officer 

feedback to survey results. 

FOMP were very positive about the concept sketch design, which has been developed in response to 

the community consultation. The group made further suggestions on the design. They also identified 

the specific need to engage with young people in the next phase of the project. Those present were 

keen to explore the potential for setting up a community run café in the park, given the high levels of 

support for community engagement identified in the survey.  
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5. Conclusion 

The overall response to the Mountsfield Park Improvement has been extremely positive. We feel that 

we have been able to consult with a good cross-section of the community. The contribution from FOMP 

members has been invaluable. From the responses gathered, it is clear that there is strong community 

support for the scheme.  

Since the November meeting, Groundwork London has identified additional funding to carry out further 

consultation with young people on play and recreational provision in the Park. Groundwork London will 

liaise with Lewisham Council and FOMP on proposed youth consultation. 

 


